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Amendments to the Abstract: 

Please amend the Abstract as follows: 

Abstract 

Th e pr e s e nt i nv e ntion is re l ated to a A_method for allocating pending requests for data 
packet transmission at a number of inputs to a number of outputs of a switching system 
in successive time slots, wh e r ei n according to a match i ng m e thod th e allocation of th e 
p e nd i ng r e qu e sts is opt i m i zod, whoroin tho including a matching method i nc l udes a 
number of stops for incr e m e ntal l y allocating the requests, wh e r e in as a r e su l t of each 
st e p a match i ng informat i on is provid e d, wher ei n i n e ach t i m e slot a r e qu e st i nformat i on 
is prov i d e d, th e request i nformat i on i nd i cat i ng th e data pack e ts at th e i nputs r e qu e st i ng 
transmission to respectivo outputs, th o matching m e thod compr i s i ng including the steps 
of providing a first request information in a first time stetr slot indicating data packets at 
the inputs reouesting transmission to the outputs of the switching system, performing a 
first step in the first time slot depending on the first request information to obtain a first 
matching information; information, providing a last request information in a last time slot 
successive to the first time ste^ slot, performing a last step in the last time slot 
depending on the last request information and depending on the first matching 
information to obtain a final matching information; information, and assigning the 
pending data packets at the number of inputs to the number of outputs in dep e ndence 
based on the final matching information. 
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